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Children should know what rights they have, but they should 
  also learn how to appreciate and to use them. To 

achieve this, schools must allow for a wide range of learning experiences in 
children’s rights education. Children understand and appreciate their rights 
by using them, both in school and in everyday life. To encourage children to do 
so, the challenge for the teacher is to create a setting that is governed by the 
spirit of democracy and human rights.

This manual has been designed for teachers who are looking for tools to teach 
children’s rights to students at primary schools. The features of this manual 
include:
• Nine small projects of four lessons each for students in their fi rst nine years 
 of school.
• Detail   

This is Volume V of a series of six. The other parts are:

EDC/HRE Volume I: Educating for Democratic Citizenship: background materials for teachers

EDC/HRE Volume II: Growing up in democracy: EDC/HRE lesson plans for lower primary level

EDC/HRE Volume III: Living in democracy: EDC/HRE lesson plans for upper primary level

EDC/HRE Volume IV:  Taking part in democracy: EDC/HRE lesson plans for secondary level

EDC/HRE Volume VI:  Developing new ideas in EDC/HRE: models and tools in class
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The Council of Europe has 46 member states, covering virtually the entire continent of Europe. It seeks to  
develop common democratic and legal principles based on the European Convention on Human Rights and other 
reference texts on the protection of individuals. Ever since it was founded in 1949, in the aftermath of the Second 
World War, the Council of Europe has symbolised reconciliation.
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