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REDCo Report on exhibition

The main purpose of the exhibition in REDCo hasnbievisualise the results from the empirical
studies of young people and religion in school urdpe. The exhibition is research based and
includes both research questions and results, dsawephotos of schools and students from the
participant countries. It is obviously a great téade to present research material in an exhibitod
researchers in the field are not used to work Witir results in a visual way. At the same time an
exhibition have the potential to reach out to aexidudience (all from students, teachers, reseache
media and policy makers), than traditional dissetams. A sub-group within REDCo has taken a
particular responsibility for the exhibition, whiédl members in the consortium have been respansibl
for content and presentation in the posters.

The aim of the exhibition is to disseminate resfutien the REDCo project. The results
must be research based, precise and at the saméeetinpting and attractive to an
audience. As all other exhibitions a research bagaition must be interesting and
credible at the same time. The research questimhsesults are therefore presented in
a coherent way to make sense to an audience btittamd without knowledge about
the field. In other words we have aimed to makepnpresentations of a complex
material based on empirical studies of young peaptéschools in Europe. An
exhibition can not cover all of REDCo’s work withtime last three years, but is meant
to be an ‘appetiser’. The idea is that people appased to know something more
when they get out from the exhibition, than thegwrwhen they came in. In order to
learn more about the research and the outcomed@rtipirical studies however, one
need to read the articles and books which are ghuud.

The layout has been made by professionals basezkbmaterial and photos from the
different sub-projects. Each country is presemegight posters, with photos of
students and a selection of quotations from thditgtiae research. Because of
research ethics and anonymisation needs theredemelation between the students in
the photos and the quotations on the posters. Tib&ations are supposed to tell
something about the findings in the research, aageesented in a way which makes
sense from a research perspective. The intentisibéan to give the audience some
clues or guidelines for how to attach meaning &ogbotations related to the findings
in the research. That is - the main idea with dimma on our displays has been to
illustrate or exemplify a meaning which has beeacddted to the quotations through
analysis. The audience is not supposed to andigse on their own — which is
sometimes the case in other exhibitions. So aspiitiures and other illustrations, also
with the quotations we have had to think careftiipugh what we have been aiming
at.

To make the exhibition visually attractive we hased photos of students and schools
were the researchers have done their fieldwbhle photos are not supposed to be
stamps in the corner, as they are loaded withimébion themselves. Because photos
are necessary to get peoples attention we neettitmare photos and larger photos in
the final posters. But, because the researchemsstiees were responsible for the
photos the quality turned out to be quite uneved,many of the photos had too low
resolution to be printed in the exhibition posters.
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Religion in Education:

A Contribution to Dialogue or

a Factor of Conflict in transforming
Societies of European Countries

® Funded by the European Commission within the (",
framework of the FP6 Specific Programme s e s
"Integrating and Strengthening the European Research Area’,
Priority 7:,Citizens and Governance in a knowledge-based society’;
special area 7.2.1.: "Values and religions in Europe”.

'® Duration: March 2006 — March 2009.

® Participating Universities: University of Hamburg - in cooperation with
University of Warwick, EPHE Sorbonne Paris, VU University Amsterdam with
University of Utrecht, University of Stavanger, University of Tartu, University
of Muenster, Russian Christian Academy for Humanities in St. Petersburg,
University of Granada.

® The programme addresses the question of how religions and
values can contribute to dialogue or conflict in Europe.

® The findings of this programme will contribute to a better
understanding of how questions of religion and religiosity can
be anchored in the educational process.

® Approaches and constellations that can contribute to making
religion in education a factor promoting dialogue in the context
of European development are addressed through historical and
current studies.
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New Challenges:
Religions, Societies
and Education in
Europe

Aims of the REDCo project

® To gain a better insight into how people of different religious,
cultural and political backgrounds can live together in Europe.

® To enter into dialogue of mutual respect and understanding.
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Theories

® Interpretive approach, neighbour-religions, non-foundationalism,
identity-formation.

Methods

® Analysis of educational approaches to dialogue and conflict
within the different national contexts.

® Empirical studies among students aged 14-16 in each participating
country, classroom interaction and the role of teachers.
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Citation 1: Yes! Of course | talk to my friends aboeligion. It doesn't matter if they
are Muslims, Christians or anything else. | belithat all religions have something in
common at some level.

Citation 2: | don't think people of different religs can live together because they
wouldn't understand the other religion and ask tipres

Citation 3: Because | believe as a general priedipht people can well operate without
religion, | regard as ridiculous conflicts whichisarfrom religion. People can live
together in peace as long as they do not distuebaoother through religious activities,
whether it be psychological or physical.
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Citation 1: Pupils should learn about the histdryatigions, not about religion. School
should be secular and if someone wants to leaghigian, they can do it outside of
school.

Citation 2: School is a good place to talk aboligi@n, it can be interesting. You can
learn about food, about culture, learn about otlitures than your own...

Citation 3: Racist attitudes between religions tjust come from opinions; they're
also the result of a lack of knowledge and commatiga in this area.
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Citation 1: Yes (we can live together) only whemyespect different opinions...do
you have the ability to change your perspectivea®are of man as an insignificant
creature, and that you are not better or more #duthan any other person.

Citation 2: Some can [live together] and otherstc®gople who are strict Muslim and
strict Catholic, in my view cannot live together.
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Citation 1: Yes | believe people with differentigidns can live together if they want
to enough and love each other enough, and peopléava whoever they want.

Citation 2: Sometimes | talk about religion witiefids, but not very often... It is not an

interesting topic for us now when we are young.e'd\ather talk about daft things,
each other and boys while the boys talk about ceenames, electronics and girls.

11



Religion in Education — a Contribution to Dialogaea Factor of Conflict?
REDCo - the Exhibition

Citation 1: | am an atheist and don't believe ird@ahink that a person believing in
God is stupid and naive. Religion — it is just img money from people.

Citation 2: Representatives of different religi@ndive peacefully if they respect each
others' religion, but if they don't then | thinkstnot advisable.

Citation 3: Education about religion is importamtknow how people from different
countries behave in some occasions and what isfbotpem.
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Citation 1: We often talk about our religion, besaumisunderstandings (?) about Islam
often occur among our Christian clasmates. Weatngsolve them through
discussions.

Citation 2: | had good experiences because | wae ona mosque! They had an open
day. | was very surprised how warmly | was welcontedias very friendly and | was
shown around.

Citation 3: To be honest | must say that othegiefis are terrible and dumb. I think
Muslims are especially bad.
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Citation 1: From different religions? It all depenah the people. It's notable that
Orthodox people regard themselves as the onlykelievers. And Russia is one of the
few countries that did not let the Pope to comesii@pon that facts | conclude — no,
they can't.

Citation 2: There are too many questions for wiiti¢h hard to find answers, because
religious conflicts... they emerge not becauserdinary people, but mostly because of
fanatics intolerant towards others. But they wah#tict with or without religion! And
whatever it is, one can look from different poinfssiew, What one should do is just
love all others.
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Citation 1: Well, | think religion is important iour lives because it's a part of us. We
have to coexist and know how to respect the otlaed never judge, even if we are
from different religions.

Citation 2: In my opinion, religion is nonsensedainshould never replace study, going
out for a prayer during the class.
I think religion has good and bad things.

Citation 3: | think that we all can live well todetr if we respect each other, and
religion has nothing to do with it. As well as iBwespect each other's opinion.
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