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I ntroduction

The launching conference of the new Project "Shatedories for a Europe without dividing
Lines" will take place in Oslo on 16 and 17 June 2010. Tdenference is organised by the
Council of Europe in co-operation with the Europ&8argeland Centre and the support of the
Norwegian Ministry of Education.

This document reiterates the key aspects of thg@radopted by the Steering Committee for
Education in 2009 for its new programme 2010-204d presents the objectives of the Oslo
Conference.

I The Project " Shared Histories for a Europe without dividing Lines"

Context

Interactions and convergences, as much as tenaimhsonflicts, have left their imprint on the
history of Europe’s living space. Despite the grdatersity of cultures and identities, its
inhabitants after the second world conflict embdrka the process of European co-operation
and construction. This was because throughoutohese of history the European realm has
undergone developments and transformations commenrery region and people, the upshot of
which has been a freely expressed resolve to lauildited future. Our history has made Europe
a continent distinctive in the unique combinatidfroar common features and the peculiarities
that are the hallmark of each of our countriesticental subsets and also social groups.

These interactions and convergences, which hava hegher straightforward nor free from
contradictions, have affected a variety of fieldsey have concerned values, art and culture,
demography, the economy, science and technoldggiies, spatial planning and so on.

The previous project implemented by the Steeringn@dtee for Education on "The image of
the Other in History Teaching” highlighted the imptions for politics, the objectives and
methodology for teaching history of cultural divieysof European societies, globalisation and
the need for accompanying, if necessary, the cendid-building process in post-conflict
situations.

On the basis of these assets, the new project sslréhree main concerns.

It is initially a question of highlighting the conam historical heritage of the member States. In
its recitals and more specifically in article 1etBuropean Cultural Convention of 1954 enables
the signatory states to promote shared knowledgéheif national historyand also to be
committed to promoting raised awareness of their common historical heritage.



This dual concern has been repeatedly reiteratadbly at all three Summits of Heads of State
and Government and in Recommendation (2001)15 efGbmmittee of Ministers to the
member states on “History teaching in twenty- fasbtury Europe”

It is therefore advisable to contribute, throughtdreknowledge of historical interactions and
convergences of all kinds, to conflict preventioxd @upport for reconciliation processes;

Finally, it is necessary to continue the dissenomatand implementation of the
recommendations of the White Paper on Intercultialogue — “Living Together As Equals in
Dignity” adopted by the Council of Europe CommittgeMinisters in May 2008.

With this in mind, the following objectives havedredefined :

- to reveal the chief interactions and convacgs which have characterised the
development of Europe as a spatial entity and ededhe conditions for European
construction;

- to produce definite proposals for strategssd methods towards awareness and
knowledge of these dimensions of European histadyteetter publicity in the context of
history courses;

- to define the content but also the skillsf-history teachers especially — essential to a
sound understanding common trends in Europearrigtibhin a global context.

M ethodology

The project will be implemented by bringing togethéstorians, curriculum designers, textbooks
and pedagogical materials writers and history teectiainers.

The project does not aim to tackle the subject axiizely and only a restricted number of well
defined specific themes already well documented @mterning a maximum of member states
will be selected during the first phase of the pcb]

A seminar will be organised on each of the selethesnes. Restricted groups of specialised
experts will be set up to elaborate and test tegcmaterials.

The production of these materials will proceedha framework of an active, multiperspective
methodology and a teaching approach focusing ®@athuisition of identified key abilities.

History teachers’ initial and in-service trainingdies will be closely associated with all stages
of the project (particularly in conjunction withelCDESR) and with the INGOs active in these
fields.



Anticipated results:
At the end of the project the following material®uld be available:

- teaching materials relating to significant histaticexamples of interactions and
convergences within Europe as a spatial entity;

- recommendations as to the strategies, methodseawnthing techniques which would be
conducive to fuller awareness, comprehension amviauige of these interactions and
convergences in European history.

[ Conferenceon " Interactions, conver gences, conflicts : European lessons
in shared histories"

The launching conference will take place in Osldléfnl7 June 2010, as mentioned before.
Objectives
The aims of the conference will be to:

. hold an exchange of views on the Project's ptilby and aims between historians
specialising in the history of the European ared s relations with the rest of the
world;

. identify the work themes (see appendix below);

. specify the types of content and forms of firedults (teaching material, use of new
information technologies, etc);

. define the method and plan for implementing tregqet.

Participants

About a hundred conference participants will bringether representatives from the Ministries
of Education of the member states and expertsomgnthem:

. historians particularly committed to researcb ifte European dimension of history and
Europe's relations with the rest of the world;

. authors and designers of educational material,

. teacher trainers;

. decision-makers involved in devising curriculadamolicies in the area of history
teaching;

. representatives of other international orgarmsstiactive in this field;

. representatives of non-governmental organisatimwslved in Council of Europe
activities in the area of history or particularbtize in this area.



Themes and sub-themes
The debates will be organised in two parts.

First day

After an introduction on the conclusions of theafised project on “the Image of the Other in
History Teaching” and a presentation of the genengintations of the new project, the first day

will be dedicated to the selected themes (issudsapproaches of European history, the concept
of shared histories and the diversity of histqries

Presentations will be made on three sub-themesgitine plenary and followed by discussions
in working groups:

- War and peace in the history of Europe, peace-ingildrocesses;

- Humanrights in the history of Europe, building coan references;

- Europe in the history of societies and culturetermctions and convergences.

Second day

After a general introduction during the plenarye teecond day will be more specifically
dedicated to a discussion on the expected resfulte mew project (in working groups):

- Which strategies (curricula, partnerships,...) andctvileaching material (school books
and other materials, the use of new technologies...)?

- Common histories and specific histories: what tardthe classroom?

- Which initial and in-service training for historgachers?



DRAFT PROGRAMME

Wednesday 16 June

09.30 Official opening
Results of the Project “The Image of the Other mtdty Teaching”
Final recommendations of the Project
From “The Image of the Other to Shared historig&neral framework of the Council of
Europe activities regarding history teaching.

11.30 Break

12.00 -“Shared Histories for a Europe without dingl Lines”. origin, assumptions,
orientations of the new project.
- Two introductory presentations
“War and peace in the history of Europe, peacedimglprocess”
“Human rights in the history of Europe, buildingwemon references”

13.30 Lunch

15.00 Introductory presentation
“Europe in the history of societies and culturesenactions and convergences”

15.40 Discussion on the introductory presentations ieehworking groups
17.30 End of the first day
Thursday 17 June

09.00 Plenary
. Reports of the working groups
. Introductory presentation on “Shared historiesidtvVimplications for practice, teaching
material and teacher training”

10.40 Break

11.00 Discussion in working groups
13.00 Lunch

14.30 Plenary

Reports of the working groups
General discussion regarding working themes optbgect (see appendix)



16.00 Statement on “Memories and emotions: themairhon history teaching in the classroom”
17.00 Conclusions and recommendations

18.00 Closure of the Conference

ORGANISATION

The conference is co-organised by the History Himcaivision of the Council of Europe and
the European Wergeland Centre:

History Education Division of the Council of Europe
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E-mail: jean-pierre.titz@coe.int
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E-mail: tatiana. milko@coe.int

Ms Claudine MARTIN-OSTWALD
Administrative Assistant
History Education Division

Tel: +33 388412483
Fax; +33 3884127 06
E-mail: claudine. martin-ostwald@coe.int

Ms Lesley KING

Administrative Assistant

History Education Division

Tel: +33 390 21 41 89

Fax: +33 38841 27 06

E-mail: lesley.king@coe.int




The European Wergeland Centre

Ms Ana PERONA-FJELDSTAD
Executive Director

The European Wergeland Centre
Stenbergs gate 25

0170 OSLO

Norway

Fax: +47 21014501
E-mail: a.perona@theewc.org

Ms KjerstiKLETTE

Advisor

The European Wergeland Centre
Stensberggata 25

0170 Oslo, NORWAY

Tel: +47 21 01 45 03
Fax: +47 2101 4501
E-mail: K.Klette@theewc.org




APPENDI X
Identification of work themes

Since it will be unable to tackle the subject exdtaely, the launch conference should make it
possible to draw up a list of suitable themes.

On the basis of prior discussions the Secretauggests that the following themes might be
discussed:

- The industrial revolution and its sociologicaliitcral, scientific, economic and political
consequences

The industrial revolution initiated in the Unitediftgdom at the end of the 18th century
spread rapidly, at differing rates and in differéoitims, to the entire European area and the
rest of the world. This was not just a technieatxution but a sweeping transformation of
civilisation. The period was particularly rich terms of interactions and convergences as
well as tension and conflicts.

- European construction

Formally embarked upon after 1945, the Europeastcoetion does not hinge solely on the
forging and setting up of institutions. While &tered for the concerns of that time it has
also directly or indirectly involved all Europeanags in its development and radically
transformed relations between the European coritmeadh the rest of the world. Little by

little it has deeply changed cultures and visiohthe world and at the same time laid down
the bases of a common future founded on democpeage and openness.

- Humanrights in the history of art

The notion of human rights has a long history. fiéle of art offers a wealth of possibilities
for analysing the long road travelled in Europarfrthe championing of the value of human
life to sweeping changes in the system of valuesaashole, a process leading to the
development of new standards that would be refiertelocuments such as the "Convention
for the protection of human rights and fundameritaedoms” and the setting up of
specialised international institutions.

- Education
Developments in education, from traditional praegido modern education systems, have

been marked by a great many interactions affe¢hiagentire European area.

- Fromthe rural world to urban civilisation
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The gradual shift from a civilisation that was eggly rural to the urban model was both
the result and then the driving force of sweepingfutal transformations whose specific
features and interactions have been particulacly. ri

- Europe and the world

The European area has never been closed. It fiasnced the rest of the world as much as
it itself has been deeply marked by outside infigsn The programme covering the history
of interactions in the Mediterranean area and betviee Mediterranean area and the rest of
the world could be particularly well suited to fheject context as a whole.

In order to maintain the overall coherency of thejé&t and above all ensure optimum impact
for the results, each of the themes could be vielwaa three angles:

i) Interactions (exchanges, mutual influences endtnict sense).

i) Convergences (parallel developments not necégseith systematic contact).

iif) Tension and conflicts that may have arisendms, management and reconciliation
processes).

Each of the themes chosen could be the focus odmainar of experts bringing together
specialists in a given area, trainers and authordesgigners of educational materials. The
seminar would be followed up by the production pravision of teaching materials.



